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interests of tropical medicine we gladly welcome this new
arrival.

Diabetes and its 2reatnu;nt. By A. VINTRAS, M.D. London:
Bailli&egrave;re, Tindall, and Cox. 1895.-This little book of twenty-
four pages does not pretend to discuss the difficult question
of the pathology of diabetes, and the treatment recommended
is the lithia and arsenic method recommended by Dr
Martineau, which Dr. Vintras has adopted on the principle of
having seen very good results accruing from it. The diet,
rules, and hints at the end of the book will be much

appreciated by the diabetic as helping to vary the monotony
of his food.

New Inventions.
A MODIFICATION OF THE EXPLORING TROCAR.

I BEG to introduce to the profession a modification of the
exploring trocar which I think will be found to be useful in
the treatment of such collections of fluid as localised em-

pyemata, abscess of the lung, and deep abscesses of the

neck and pelvis. I have experienced in my own operations
and witnessed in those of others sometimes a difficulty in
cutting into an abscess which has been proved to exist by the
ordinary exploring needle, and it struck me that if we had
a guide on the needle that could be left in situ, after the
needle was withdrawn some operations would be greatly
facilitated. I have therefore had made a fine director, to
which a suitable handle is attached, fitted on to an exploring

needle. The director very slightly increases the thickness of
the needle. The instrument is used with the director
encasing the needle ; pus having been found, the syringe
and needle are withdrawn together, and the director, which
can be held steady by the firm handle, serves as a guide for
a knife, or in dangerous regions for a, sinus forceps to be run
down the groove. The instrument has been excellently made
for me by Messrs. Down Brothers, 5 and 7, St. Thomas’s-
street, London, S.E. ARTHUR W. PRICHARD,

Surgeon, Bristol Royal Infirmary.

COINCIDENCES IN PRACTICE.
BY WILLIAM O’NEILL, M.D., M.R.C.P.LOND., &C.,

LATE PHYSICIAN TO THE LINCOLN LUNATIC HOSPITAL AND PHYSICIAN

TO THE LINCOLN GENERAL DISPENSARY, &C.

So manv coincidences are met with in the course of

medical practice that it would almost seem that diseases and
accidents, like sorrows, never come singly. The only cases
of glanders in man that I have seen were two in number,
and they occurred within a week without having any con-
nexion with one another. A surgical friend recently men-
tioned the fact that on the preceding evening he had treated
two cases of fractured arms in children, although for a long
time previously he had not had a similar case. f heard a
country practitioner say that he had at the time of speaking
three cases of fractured legs under his care. a thing to him
unprecer1entc(l. ft would be easy to multiply examples

bearing on the same subject, if it were necessary, to mention
occurrences which must be in the experience of every medical
man. In the autumn of 1894 and in the early part of the
late winter I treated only a few cases of haemorrhage, chiefly
hemoptysis in phthisical patients; but in the month of
March quite suddenly a, considerable number of cases of

bleeding of various kinds came under my observation. These
might be explained, perhaps, by atmospheric influences and
were not strictly coincidences like the preceding examples,,
but still they were non-contagious diseases that did not come
singly.
Among the cases of haemorrhage were two or three of of

interest. One of them was a case of epileptiform convul-
sions from loss of blood. The subject of the attack was a.
man about forty-nine years of age who, after getting,
out of bed in the night to micturate, suddenly fell on the
floor insensible and became immediately convulsed, espe-
cially on the left side. He gradually regained consciousness,
but in less than an hour he was convulsed again. The second
attack subsided in the course of a few minutes. The patient,
then appeared ghastly white and complained of headache,
muscular twitchings of the left side of the head, and great
prostration of strength. In the course of the day he was pro-
fusely purged, the stools being melsnic, and this character
of the evacuations continued for three or four days. The
patient had suffered from painful digestion for several years,
but on no previous occasion had he lost blood or been
convulsed.
Another case was that of a woman fifty years of age, who

consulted me on account of disagreeable sensations in the’

region of the bladder and scanty flow of urine. On the-
third day after my seeing her she commenced to void blood,
with her urine. This was followed by a flow of blood from.
the nostrils and mouth, and her loose motions also gave,
evidence that blood was escaping from the intestinal tract.
In addition the skin presented patches of ecchymosis, espe-
cially wherever the slightest pressure had been made. For
two or three days the patient’s temperature was increased.’
and her face flushed, but with these exceptions there were-
no indications of fever, and the only complaint she made was
of headache and debility. When this patient was eighteen.
years of age she had a similar attack, but much milder in
character, and a few years ago she had a tooth extracted’
which caused bleeding so profuse and so prolonged that the
dentist declared he would never touch one of her teeth.
again.
Among the cases of haemoptysis was an old patient who-

had suffered from phthisis for upwards of twenty years.
One Sunday in the month of June, 1875, he was carried
out of a chapel coughing up blood. The day was hot, the
congregation large, and he felt oppressed ; but before be
could get into the fresh air the bleeding came on. H&

quickly recovered from this attack, but, strange to say, on

the corresponding Sunday of the following year a similar
occurrence took place. Since then scarcely two years pass
without the patient having an attack of bleeding more or lesa
profuse which brings him to death’s door. Then when

things seem to be at the worst he begins to improve, and.
this is his condition at the present time.

All the patients afflicted with haemorrhage suffered from’
little or no pain with the exception of one or two. In a case
of renal haemorrhage the result of a calculus, the pain which
a patient endured for a day or two was very great. From
the effects of the hagmorrhage, however, all the patients
recovered, and this was a happy consummation for patients
and physician. In the case of haemophilia ergot was of the
greatest service, although the drug is not recommended in
such cases by some writers.
Lincoin.

THE PORTSMOUTH INFECTIOUS HOSPITAL&mdash;The-
borough auditors of Portsmouth (Mr. H. B. Morris and Mr;.
E. E. Hanham) issued their report on Friday, the 23rd inst.,
on the general municipal and urban sanitary authority’s
accounts and books for the past year. Every depait-
ment is dealt with at length, and regarding the health
department they say : ’’ We are glad to note that
our suggestions, as to the day-book being a complete
register of all the patients admitted to the infectious
diseases hospital and the charge made being inserted
against each name, have been adopted. We note a consider-
able increase in the amount recovered from patients in the
hospital."


